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Current status 
 
As of Saturday 26 December, Oxfordshire will be in the new tier 4 alert level, and 
new restrictions will be in place. Tier 4 advises people to stay at home, unless there 
is a ‘reasonable excuse’ to leave.  
 
You can leave home for work purposes, where your place of work remains open and 
where you cannot work from home, including if your job involves working in other 
people’s homes.  
 
You can read more about the COVID-19 alert levels and what ‘tier 4’ restrictions will 
be in place on the government’s website. 
 

What this means in practice  
 
To reduce social contact, some businesses and venues may need to close, or 
impose restrictions on how they provide goods and services. Further guidance this is 
available online. 
 
The advice for colleagues is that everyone who can work effectively from home 
should do so.  
 
Where people cannot do so - including, but not limited to, people who work in critical 
national infrastructure, construction, or manufacturing - they should continue to travel 
to their workplace. 
 
Public sector employees working in essential services, including childcare or 
education, should continue to go into work. 
 
Travel to work is allowed into a tier 4 area. However, you must practice safe 
behaviours on public transport. Avoid car sharing with anyone from outside your 
household or your support bubble. Find out more about guidance on car sharing. 
 
 
The risk of transmission can be substantially reduced if COVID-19 secure 
guidelines are followed closely.  
 

Financial support 

Wherever you live, you may be able to get financial help: 

• financial support packages for businesses 
• financial support for closed businesses as a result of tiering restrictions 
• claim for employee wages through Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 
• check if you can claim a grant through the Self-Employment Income Support 

Scheme 
• financial support if you're off work because of coronavirus 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-levels-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#private-cars-and-other-vehicles
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/business-coronavirus-support-finder
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-youre-eligible-for-the-coronavirus-local-restrictions-support-grant-for-closed-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wages-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-what-to-do-if-youre-employed-and-cannot-work


 

Additional guidance 
 
You can find out more about the tier 4 restrictions and what they mean for 
Oxfordshire businesses and residents at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/stopthespread or 
on our tier 4 FAQs page.  
 

Spread the word, not the virus 

We hope the support we provide in this toolkit will help you to spread the word 
across your business. The graphics can be made available in other formats if you 
need them, so please email MarketingNetwork@Oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

1. Copy  

You can edit and use this editorial in your newsletters and intranet website for staff.  
 
Stay home: Protect yourself, protect your colleagues, and stop the spread  

The move for Oxfordshire tier 4 will mean new, tight restrictions for those living and 
working across the county. We would encourage you to read more on the 
government’s website about the COVID-19 alert levels and what tier 4 restrictions 
mean.   
 
Employees should work from home if they are able to do so. However, for some that 
may not be an option. Here, if travel is required, you must practice safe behaviours 
on public transport and avoid car sharing with anyone from outside your household 
or your support bubble.  
 
Ansaf Azhar, Oxfordshire County Council’s Director for Public Health, said: 
“We are in a very serious situation, which means that people are once again being 
told to stay at home. The new variant of COVID-19 spreads extremely quickly and 
these rules are being applied for our own safety and protection. The numbers of 
cases across the county have risen very steeply and we have also seen sharp rises 
in hospital admissions. 
 
“When we compare our current situation with that of just a few weeks ago, we can 
clearly see how quickly things can change and how aggressively the virus can 
spread if we let our guard down even by a fraction. We have seen during 2020 that 
this virus thrives on human contact. That seems to be even more the case with the 
new variant, which is 70% more transmissible and is increasingly becoming the 
dominant strain across the country.” 
  
There is no evidence that this variant causes a more severe illness, nor that the 

vaccine won’t be any less effective. We have reached a critical point and need to be 

extra vigilant and follow the rules to stop this spread. We all need to pull together 

and do everything we can to help protect our friends, families, social care services 

and the NHS.  

 
Visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/stopthespread for more information. 

 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/stopthespread
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/coronavirus-covid-19/controlling-local-coronavirus-outbreaks/covid-19-tier-4-faqs
mailto:MarketingNetwork@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-levels-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/


 

2. Social media posts and graphics  

You will find a set of tier 4 graphics. These can be used internally to communicate 
the change in alert levels to your colleagues – or as part of your social media 
campaign. The message here will focus on Oxfordshire moving to the new tier 4 
restrictions.  
 

     
 
These messages, in a number of different formats are available to download on the 
OxLEP website. 
 

For the latest updates from Oxfordshire County Council 

• Please visit the Stop the Spread webpage for the latest Oxfordshire updates. 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/stopthespread 

• Please follow our social media - Twitter and Facebook - and news page for up 
to date information: https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ 

For the latest news and information for Oxfordshire businesses: 
https://www.oxfordshirelep.com/coronavirus 

• Employers should play their part by encouraging workers to heed any 
notifications to self-isolate if they have COVID-19 symptoms or have been 
contacted by NHS Test and Trace. Employees can find out more at: 
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus   

• Employees in self-isolation are entitled to Statutory Sick Pay for every day 
they are in self-isolation or can choose to use paid annual leave if they wish. 
Read the government’s advice for employers at: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-workplace-
guidance#guidance-for-employers  

• If multiple cases (two or more is considered an outbreak) of COVID-19 appear 
in your workplace, you should contact the local public health team to report 
this. If necessary, an outbreak control team will, if necessary, be assigned to 
help manage the outbreak.  

http://www.oxfordshirelep.com/news/article/stop-spread-support-tools-oxfordshire-businesses
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/stopthespread
https://twitter.com/OxfordshireCC
https://www.facebook.com/OxfordshireCountyCouncil
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
https://www.oxfordshirelep.com/coronavirus
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-workplace-guidance#guidance-for-employers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-workplace-guidance#guidance-for-employers
https://www.gov.uk/health-protection-team

